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 BCLSS & Cowichan Stewards Co-Host Community Forum 

Tyee Lake 

Photo credit: Erin Halfnights 

A  number of themes are being tackled at this yearõs BCLSS Community Forum, to be held on June 4 - 6, 2010 at 

the Quwõutsunõ Cultural and Conference Centre, near Duncan, BC.   
  

Co-hosting the community forum are the Somenos Marsh Wildlife Society and the Quamichan Watershed Steward-

ship Committee.  This yearõs theme, òSustainable Approaches to Healthy Watershedsó, will not only look at some of 

the issues affecting BCõs lakes, but will also focus on successful watershed management plans from various areas 

of the province.  There will also be presentations about engaging communities, lake aeration, riparian and habitat 

restoration, groundwater interactions and the effects of climate change on lakes.   
 

The weekend begins at the Godfrey-Brownell Vineyards with a Friday Wine & Cheese Social hosted by the BCLSS.  

Saturday will take place at the Quwõutsunõ Cultural and Conference Centre with a full day of presentations, network-

ing opportunities, displays & discussions which will be facilitated by Dr. Rick Kool.  The Honourable David Anderson 

will set the stage for the event and will be followed by other dynamic speakers such as Dr. Nancy Olewiler, Dr. Ken 

Ashley and many more! Please refer to the draft agenda on page 2 for a full listing of presentations.  Saturday eve-

ning will include dinner and a keynote presentation from Dr. Richard Hebda, followed by an informal social and en-

tertainment.  The weekend will conclude with riparian area tours at Quamichan Lake and Somenos Lake on Sunday 

morning.  
   

Venue location and accommodation information can be found on page 3.  A registration form has been included in 

this newsletter.  For additional copies of the registration form, please visit: http://bclss.org/newsevents/events.html 
 

Weõre looking forward to an interesting and 

informative event that will bring together a 

range of perspectives and experience.  On 

behalf of our Board of Directors and the Con-

ference Committee, we encourage you to 

make the trip to this beautiful part of our 

province.  We look forward to seeing you 

there! 
 

Thank you to our generous funders and do-

nors:  Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation, 

TD Friends of the Environment Foundation, 

the City of Duncan, Pacific Salmon Founda-

tion, Creative Salmon Company Ltd., and the 

Nature Trust of BC.  Special thanks to Thrifty 

Foods and Godfrey-Brownell for their dona-

tions. 

  

Deb Epps, BCLSS Director - Vancouver Island 

BCLSS  Conference Committee Chair  

http://www.bclss.org/
http://bclss.org/newsevents/events.html
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2010 BCLSS Community Forum Agenda 
 

Duncan, BC     June 4 - 6, 2010 

Co-hosted by: BC Lake Stewardship Society, Somenos Marsh  

Wildlife Society & Quamichan Watershed Stewardship Society 

A Community Forum on Sustainable Approaches to Healthy Watersheds 
Friday, June 4 
 

6:00 - 10:00 pm Welcome Wine & Cheese Social & pre-registration at Godfrey-Brownell Vineyards 
 

Saturday, June 5  tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ vǳǿΩǳǘǎǳƴΨ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
  Community Forum Chaired by Deb Epps and Facilitated by Dr. Rick Kool 
 

7:30 - 8:00  Registration and sign in 
8:00 - 8:15  Welcome - Cowichan First Nations - Lydia Hwitsum 
8:15 - 8:35  Welcome, Opening Remarks & BCLSS Intro - Deb Epps & Kristi Carter 
8:40 - 9:10  Setting the stage - Big Picture ς lakes and their issues - The Honourable David Anderson 
9:15 - 9:45 What's my Lake Worth?  Valuing the Ecosystem Goods & Services from a Watershed - Dr. Nancy 

Olewiler  
 

9:45 - 10:25  Networking Break  
 

Session 1 ς ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ [ŀƪŜǎέ 
 

10:25 - 10:50 Quamichan Watershed Management Plan Update - Roger Hart 
10:55 - 11:20 Somenos Management Plan - Paul Fletcher 
11:25 - 11:50 Two enriched, completely different lakes on Salt Spring Island -  Dr. John Sprague 
11:55 - 12:20 Lake Management Planning in the East Kootenays - Silver Bullet or Just an Aspirin for Lake               

Development? - Susanne Ashmore 
 

12:20- 1:15  Lunch  
 

Session 2 ς άLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ IŜƭǇ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ aŀƪŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ /ƘƻƛŎŜǎέ 
 

1:15 - 1:40  Engaging the community: local government role ς Kate Miller 
1:45 - 2:10  Fisheries status in Quamichan and Somenos lakes - Scott Silverstri 
2:15 - 2:40  Lake Aeration ς Local and provincial stories - Dr. Ken Ashley 
 

2:40 - 3:05  Networking Break 
 
 

3:05 - 3:30  Natural Processes for Riparian Restoration - David Polster 
3:35 - 4:00  Groundwater and Aquifers of the Cowichan Valley - Pat Lapcevic 
4:05 - 4:15  Volunteer Award Presentation 
4:15 - 4:30  Summary 
 

6:00 - 7:00  Dinner  
 

7:00 - 8:00  Keynote: Climate change and its affect on lakes, wetlands - Dr. Richard Hebda 
 

8:00   Informal Social with entertainment 
 

Please note: this agenda is subject to change.  Presentation titles are listed by topics covered and may be altered. 
 

Sunday, June 6     
 

8:30 - 11:30  Field trip τ Quamichan Lake & Somenos Lake 

 
 

Sponsored by: 



Map from Google Earth 
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Directions to Godfrey-Brownell Vineyards (venue for Friday social):  

From the south - from Hwy 1 turn left on Miller Rd., and follow the signs to Glenora Rd.  Continue past Vignetti Zanatta, 

and ~ 1 km  further, turn left into the driveway for Godfrey-Brownell Vineyards.  Continue towards the house and follow 

the signs to visitor parking.   

From the north - from Hwy 1 turn right on Trunk Rd. then left on Allenby.  After crossing the Cowichan River, take a 

slight right at the 4-way stop onto Indian Rd.  Continue past Vignetti Zanatta, and ~ 1 km  further, turn left into the 

driveway for Godfrey-Brownell Vineyards.  Continue towards the house and 

follow the signs to visitor parking.   

Quwõutsunõ Cultural and Conference Centre, located at 200 Cowichan Way 

Silver Bridge Inn (Travelodge Duncan), located at 140 Trans Canada Hwy  

Accommodation Options 

T here are a variety of accommodation 

options offered in Duncan.  In the map on 

the right, weõve included a marker denot-

ing the location of the Silver Bridge Inn, 

which has offered a group rate to BCLSS 

delegates.  If booking at the Silver Bridge 

Inn, simply mention youõre attending the 

BCLSS Community Forum and you will 

receive the discounted rate.  Other ac-

commodation options include a number 

of B & Bõs and other hotels.  For a com-

plete list, please visit http://

www.duncancc .bc .ca /communi ty-

tourism/accommodations.htm. 

Quwôutsunô Cultural & 
Conference Centre 

Map from Google Earth 

T he Quwõutsunõ Cultural and Confer-
ence Centre is located at 200 Cowichan 

Way.   The red and yellow star marks itõs 

location on the adjacent map.  More 

information can be found at http://

www.quwutsun.ca/location.html. 
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http://www.duncancc.bc.ca/community-tourism/accommodations.htm
http://www.duncancc.bc.ca/community-tourism/accommodations.htm
http://www.duncancc.bc.ca/community-tourism/accommodations.htm
http://www.quwutsun.ca/location.html
http://www.quwutsun.ca/location.html
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I ndividuals and/or groups are recognized for their outstanding volunteer efforts that demonstrate the Societyõs  
fundamental valuesñpreservation, protection and restoration of lakes throughout British Columbia.  The BCLSS 

Volunteer Award elevates the awareness and importance of how education, monitoring programs, restoration   

projects, and òenvironmentally friendlyó living contribute to the BCLSSõs success in achieving its mission and 

vision for British Columbia lakes. 

 

Nomination forms are available at: www.bclss.org/newsevents/news/143-call-for-nominations-for-volunteer-of-

the-year.html 

 

 

Deadline to receive nominations: May 21st, 2010

    

    

Please send your nomination to: 

BC Lake Stewardship Society 

203 - 1889 Springfield Road 

Kelowna, BC  V1Y 5V5 

 

Email: info@bclss.org  

  
 

**Please ensure òBCLSS Volunteer  

Nominationó is in the subject of your email.** 

Nominations for the 2010 BCLSS  
Volunteer Recognition Award 

http://www.bclss.org/newsevents/news/143-call-for-nominations-for-volunteer-of-the-year.html
http://www.bclss.org/newsevents/news/143-call-for-nominations-for-volunteer-of-the-year.html
mailto:info@bclss.org?subject=BCLSS%20Volunteer%20Nomination
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Development & Environmental Services 
 

Phone: (250) 469-6227 
  

Fax: (250) 762-7011 
  

E-Mail: planning@cord.bc.ca 

Address: 1450 KLO Road 

                 Kelowna, BC 

                V1W 3Z4 
   
 

 

 

 

General Inquiries: (250) 763-4918         Website: www.regionaldistrict.com 

Is B.C. Heading For Another Dry Summer? 
Source: River Forecast Centre (http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/rfc/bulletins/watersupply/index.htm) 

W eather across B.C. over the past two months has been dominated by the effects of a moderate to strong 

El Niño, producing warm, dry conditions.  For some locations in B.C., the January and February average tempera-

ture was the warmest on record, or close to the warmest on record.  The South 

Coast and Vancouver Island received near normal precipitation during January and 

February, but most of the rest of the province has been dry.  For example, Castlegar 

in the West Kootenays experienced the lowest February snowfall ever recorded 

(based on a 45-year record), and Terrace in the Skeena River basin experienced the 

driest October to February period ever recorded (based on a 55-year record). 

 

Snowpacks in all major river basins across B.C. are below normal, varying from a 

low of 65% in the East Kootenay basin to a high of 95% of normal in the North 

Thompson (see figure below).  In most areas, low-elevation snow is generally absent 

and mid-elevation snow throughout Interior valleys is well below normal.  Basin 

snow water indices have declined steadily over the last 2 months across the prov-

ince, following the warm and dry conditions we experienced in January and February.  

 

By this date, generally about 80% of the B.C. mountain snowpack has accumulated, and there is only 4 to 6 

weeks of winter remaining to accumulate additional snow.  While recent cooler weather and lower freezing lev-

els are welcome, the below average snowpack across much of the Interior (Okanagan, Nicola, Kettle, Simil-

kameen, South Thompson, Kootenay, Skeena, Nass, Peace) indicate the potential for water-supply challenges to 

develop this summer. 

 

To reduce the potential for summer low flow or drought problems, spring rainfall (April ð June) will need to be at 

or above normal.  In the case of the Southern Interior, current snow conditions suggest the potential to rede-

velop conditions similar to the 2009 summer drought (which resulted in very low river levels, and reduced lake, 

reservoir and groundwater storage in the Southern Interior and other parts of the province), should the spring 

weather remain dry.  If El Niño conditions persist through spring, continuation of above-normal temperatures 

and below-normal precipitation can be expected.  Based on current snow and weather conditions, and incorpo-

rating the dryness of 2009, the River Forecast Centre is forecasting inflows to Okanagan Lake for the Feb-July 

period to be 69% of normal (±19%), and inflows to Nicola Lake to be 63% of normal (±20%). 

continued on p. 6... 

mailto:planning@cord.bc.ca
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/rfc/bulletins/watersupply/index.htm
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Lakeshore Environmental Ltd. 
2008 Paul Lake Rd. 
Kamloops, BC  V2H 1N8 
Phone: 250.573.2928 
Fax: 250.573.2930 
lakeshoreenvironmental@gmail.com 

 

 

 
#200 - 2800 29th Street. Vernon, B.C.  V1T 9P9 
Phone: (250) 545-3672 

Email: bm@summit-environmental.com 
Web: www.summit -environmental.com 

é continued from pg. 5 

With the risk of another dry, hot summer itõs im-

portant as ever to make sure we each use water 

wisely and conserve wherever possible.  The fol-

lowing tips will minimize use around the home ð 

for more information visit BCõs Living Water Smart 

at http://www.livingwatersmart.ca/. 

continued on p. 7... 

http://www.livingwatersmart.ca/
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In the kitchen: 

Instead of running the tap, keep a jug of cool water in the fridge. 

Turn off the tap and wash your fruit in a bucket.  Use the water around your garden. 

Turn off the garburator and save water.  Compost your kitchen scraps. 

Around the garden: 

Long grass helps shade its roots.  Mow less often and youõll save water. 

Donõt water when itõs windy.  Wind can blow sprinklers off target and speed up the evaporation. 

Put an empty tuna can on your lawn.  When itõs full, youõll know youõve watered enough. 

In the bathroom: 

Turn off the tap when you brush your teeth or shave. 

Take shorter showers.  Save 19 litres every minute. 

Use food colouring to check your toilet for leaks.  Save up to 300 litres a week. 

In the laundry room: 

Watch for dripping taps!  Change tap washers and save up to 300 litres a week. 

Instead of running water, use a bucket or pail for household cleaning. 

Make sure your washing machine is loaded full.  Every load uses up to 190 litres. 

 

é continued from pg. 6 

New Volunteer Monitoring Insurance Policy 

D ue to BCLSS Staff and volunteer concerns about changes to last yearõs volunteer monitoring insurance 
policy, the BCLSS has recently acquired a new volunteer monitoring insurance policy.  The insurance previously 

offered through Pacific Streamkeepers Federation (PSkF) was changed last year, which the BCLSS felt no longer 

fit with the monitoring activities of BCLSS members.  This year, the BCLSS has sought out a new volunteer moni-

toring insurance policy that better suits the water sampling activities of our Level 1, 2 and 3 monitors, as part of 

the BC Lake Stewardship and Monitoring Program (BCLSMP). 
 

Unlike the previous 3rd party liability policy (offered to us through PSkF), this new policy is solely an accident in-

surance policy.  This means that you are covered for any personal injury that may occur to you or your sampling 

partner while conducting lake monitoring for the BCLSS, under the BCLSMP.  Any damage done to your own 

boating equipment, or another personõs personal property (boats, docks, etc.), as a result of an accident, must 

go through your own boat or primary liability insurance policy (e.g. homeowners insurance). 
 

We still require all members that actively monitor to sign and submit the Safety Waiver to the BCLSS office.  One 

of the benefits to the new policy is that we are able to add members to our insurance policy throughout the sum-

mer on an òas needed basisó.  For example, if a new member of your lake group would like to begin monitoring 

mid-season, please have them sign the Safety Waiver and submit it to the BCLSS office right away.  As soon as 

BCLSS staff receives the signed waiver, the new member will be added to the insurance list, and can begin lake 

monitoring immediately!  Itõs that simple!! 
 

Similar to the old policy, this new accident insurance does not cover large events organized by your stewardship 

groups such as foreshore clean-ups, or riparian area restorations ñ separate special event insurance would be 

required for these types of activities.  Itõs important to note, however, that as a volunteer, your personal liability 

is covered under your homeowners insurance policy.  To purchase special event insurance, contact your local 

insurance provider. 
 

To download the Volunteer Monitoring Insurance letter and/or Safety Waiver, please visit the BCLSS website, or 

click here: http://bclss.org/library/library/cat_view/96 -membership--sponsorship.html 
 

For more information, please contact the BCLSS at info@bclss.org 
 

Please send signed waivers to:  203-1889 Springfield Rd., Kelowna, BC, V1Y 5V5 or fax to (250) 717-1226. 

http://bclss.org/library/library/cat_view/96-membership--sponsorship.html
mailto:info@bclss.org?subject=Volunteer%20Monitoring%20Insurance
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U nlike previous years, this yearõs AGM will be held virtually!  The AGM will 
take place on Wednesday June 23th, 2010 from 12:00 noon to 1:00 pm, via a toll 

free conference call.  All you need to do is dial in and get connected with your fel-

low BCLSS members from across the province. 

 

All members are welcome, and attendance is encouraged.  The AGM package will 

be emailed to you 30 days in advance of the meeting, and financials will be pro-

vided to members participating in the meeting.  If you are able to call in to the 

AGM, please contact Kristi or Skye at the BCLSS office at 1-877 BCLAKES or 

email info@bclss.org. 

 

AGM call-in details (toll free number and ID#) will be available through the BCLSS 

office or will be posted on the BCLSS website soon! 

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

BCLSS Directors & Staff 

Upcoming Events of Interest 

BC Wildlife Federationõs Wetlands Institute 

  
This yearõs Wetlands Institute will be held in Kamloops, May 31stñJune 6th, 2010 

 

6 days of fieldwork and dialogue with experts to learn wetland construction, 

restoration and stewardship skills 
 

Accommodations at Thompson Rivers University Residence & Conference 

Center (included in registration fee) 
 

Activities include: wetland design for Logan Lake, wetland construction pro-

ject near Campbell Creek, restoration techniques at Tree flats, amphibian 

identification and Mountain Pine Beetle dialogue at Paska Lake, wetland res-

toration on Kamloops Indian Band Land and moreé 
 

Registration deadline is May 15, 2010; early bird deadline May 1, 2010 
 

To register, please visit:  

 http://www.bcwf.bc.ca/programs/wetlands/wetlandsinstitute.html 

 

BCLSS Annual General Meeting 2010 

June  

mailto:info@bclss.org
http://www.bcwf.bc.ca/programs/wetlands/wetlandsinstitute.html

