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MESSAGE FROM
THE BCLSS
The past year was another challenging one due
to the effects of COVID-19. As in 2020, the BCLSS
adjusted

accordingly,

with

the

revision

of

protocols in order to continue with our program
offerings.
Despite the pandemic, we were able to continue
our work throughout the province with our
engagement and monitoring programs.
We are pleased to see continued growth in the
lake stewardship sector, and the actions being
taken to reduce pressures on our provincial
lakes.
We truly appreciate our members, volunteers,
and partners that are advocates for their lakes.
The BCLSS acknowledges that our stewardship
activities take place on the traditional territories
of Indigenous communities across the province.
Lake have important cultural, ceremonial, and
heritage values for many of these communities
and we are grateful to learn from the original
stewards of these spaces.
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ABOUT THE BCLSS
Did you know that British Columbia has 386,049 lakes (Freshwater
Atlas, 2008)? They are one of our most valuable resources as they
provide drinking water, habitat for fish and wildlife, energy,
recreational opportunities, scenic beauty, and connection to the
natural world. These beneficial uses of lakes are of fundamental
importance

to

the

environment

and

to

the

well-being

of

communities. Our vision is clean, healthy lakes throughout BC.
The BC Lake Stewardship Society
is dedicated to strengthening the
stewardship sector to ensure the
preservation and protection of
British Columbia’s lakes.
The BCLSS promotes stewardship
and understanding of lakes,
reservoirs, and watersheds and
provides information, training, and
resources to concerned citizens.
Our
programs
empower
volunteers throughout BC to take
action and steward their local
lakes.
The BCLSS aims to further expand
and strengthen the provincial
network of lake stewards by
participating
in
community
events, meeting with school
groups, providing workshops, and
hosting conferences.
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2021 AT A GLANCE
BCLSS managed all BC Lake Stewardship and Monitoring Program
Level 1 programs while program partner, BC Ministry of
Environment and Climate Change Strategy, managed all Level 2 & 3
programs.
Through the BC Lake Stewardship Engagement Initiative, we visited
the Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island.
Welcomed a new team member in May.
Partnered with Lake Windermere Ambassadors and Living Lake
Canada on an online forum - Boating on BC Lakes: A Diverse
Future.
July was proclaimed as Lakes Appreciation Month for the 2nd year
in a row.
Became a Water Rangers Ambassador.
Collaborated with the Burke Mountain Naturalists to establish
Water Rangers data collection at Como Lake.
Expanded communications with comprehensive newsletters, blog,
and social media posts.
Revised our LakeKeepers Manual and LakeKeepers Workshop for
release and delivery in 2022.
Welcomed new members, volunteers, and readers.
Provided information and education at schools and Farmer’s
Markets in the Kootenays and Lower Mainland.
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2021 HIGHLIGHTS
12

35

Additional volunteermonitored lakes &

Level 1 lakes
monitored by
volunteers under the
BC Lake Stewardship
& Monitoring Program

10

volunteer audits

21
new members

11
lakes visited under the
BC Lake Stewardship
Engagement Initiative

29
web blog posts

52

Secchi Dip-In
readings on

37
lakes

100

new newsletter
subscribers
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THANK YOU
to our members
and volunteers
The BCLSS Board of Directors and staff are grateful for our members
and volunteers that support our society and are committed to their
local lakes. We recognize the time and effort you put into being citizen
scientists, advocates, and educators at your local lakes.
We welcome new volunteers, members, and partners to join our
growing stewardship network, so that we can continue to strive
towards the shared vision of clean, healthy lakes throughout British
Columbia.
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THANK YOU
to our 2021-2022 fiscal
year funders and sponsors
We gratefully acknowledge the financial
support of:
The Province of British Columbia
through the Ministry of Environment
and Climate Change Strategy
The Province of British Columbia
through the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs
The Province of British Columbia
Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation
LUSH
Our generous individual donors and
sponsors!

We must conceive stewardship not simply
one individual’s practice, but rather as the
mutual and intimate relationship extending
across the generations, between a human
community and its place on earth. John
Elder.

