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2022 Monitoring Season in Review

https://www.bclss.org/news/2022-monitoring-season-in-review
https://watershedsecurity.ca/home-5/news/
https://www.bclss.org//wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Heffley-Lake-2005-2020-FINAL.pdf
https://www.bclss.org/news/satellite-images-algae-abundance-charlie-swan-lake-bc
https://livinglakescanada.ca/our-programs/lakes/lake-blitz/


In 2022, the BC Lake Stewardship Society (BCLSS) supported 32 Level 1 lakes
with data received from 27 of 32 lakes. The BCLSS currently manages all Level 1
programs, while the BC Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
(ENV) manages the higher level programs, with support from BCLSS. Learn more
about the different monitoring levels on the BCLSS website. You can also find a
map of all the lakes that are currently being monitored through the BC Lake
Stewardship and Monitoring Program (BCLSMP) by visiting this link and
navigating to the “B.C. Lake Stewardship and Monitoring” tab.

To ensure high quality data is being collected by volunteer monitors, the BCLSS
performs audits to assess monitoring techniques and answer volunteer questions.
We completed 11 in person and 4 virtual Level 1 audits in 2022. Our goal is to
continue to expand our audit and training program so that we can visit more
volunteers in person. This will help us to establish stronger connections with the
stewardship community and provide better assessments of monitoring techniques,
allowing us to verify that high quality data is being collected.

Three lake reports were completed in 2021/22 and will be posted in our online
library soon. Two lake reports are in progress and will be published after peer
review. Lake reports are written after a minimum of 3 years of data collection.

The BCLSMP is a partnership with ENV, the BCLSS, and volunteers that was
launched in 2003. This program recognizes the value and importance of
volunteer-collected data which provides valuable baseline and background
information, that helps us examine and understand what is happening in aquatic
environments and observe long term trends. BCLSS and ENV are now able to

https://www.bclss.org/programs#bclsmp-monitoring-levels
https://governmentofbc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=a5ffb1bcffad4407b387292f2e55899f
https://www.bclss.org/document-library#lakereport


compare current lake water quality to historical or baseline data for a number of
lakes in BC.

The BCLSS and ENV recognize the importance of citizen science and assist
individuals and local groups with taking on a greater role in caring for lakes
through the BCLSMP. Visit the new BCLSMP website. Under the BCLSMP,
volunteers are provided with training, equipment, and support to facilitate the
collection of water quality data and observations from lakes in BC. The program is
unique in that it gives dedicated volunteers the knowledge and tools to become
stewards of their favourite lake. It also promotes community-based involvement
and extensive collaboration efforts.

Donate to the BCLSS to help us expand the BCLSMP and reach more lakes in
BC!

Learn more about the BCLSMP

BC Government Invests $100 Million
in Watershed Security

The BC Lake Stewardship Society is celebrating the BC Government’s
announcement that $100 million will be invested to establish a long-term
Watershed Security Fund. This fund, announced as part of Budget 2023, will be
co-managed by B.C. First Nations Water Table and support communities to
increase their adaptation options in anticipation of continuing climate change
impacts.

The provincial budget states that this investment will “enable projects that benefit
a range of provincial priorities, including wild salmon health, clean drinking water,
biodiversity, flood resilience, economic opportunities, and reconciliation with First
Nations”. 

This is a very positive step towards the long-term sustainable funding needed to
move our province closer to watershed security.  Read the full press release from
the BC Watershed Security Coalition here.

British Columbians are invited to comment on a new Intentions Paper, co-
developed with the BC First Nations Water Table, that outlines the Watershed
Security Strategy and Fund, and potential actions to improve watershed health,
such as strengthening existing water data and the tools used to monitor water
demand and supply. Comments will be accepted until April 17. Learn more here.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/research-monitoring-reporting/monitoring/lake-monitoring/bc-lake-stewardship-and-monitoring-program
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/4258?v2=true
https://www.bclss.org/programs#bclsmp-monitoring-levels
https://watershedsecurity.ca/home-5/news/
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/722/2023/03/WSSF-Intentions-Paper-March2023.pdf
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/watershedsecurity


Use the code HERO17 to save 17% off an order of plastic free household cleaning
products from Tru Earth from now to March 31st. Shop through our fundraiser link

to support the BCLSS.

Lake Feature: Heffley Lake

Heffley Lake is located approximately
44 km northeast of Kamloops, near Sun
Peaks Resort. The lake sits at 944 m
elevation and has a surface area of
2.02 square kilimeters. The mean depth
is 11 m and the maximum depth is 23.4
m. Heffley Lake contains wild rainbow
trout and is also restocked annually.

A Level 1 report was written in 2020
summarizing data from 2005-2020. You

https://fundraising.tru.earth/bclss


can read the report posted on our
website to learn more about what is
going on in Heffley Lake.

Announcements and Reminders:

Important reminders for Level 1 volunteer monitors
Will you be monitoring your lake through the Level 1 program this year? Please
check your email to find the most up to date version of the field forms and respond
to confirm your participation. If you have any questions, please email the BCLSS
office.

DamNation Film Screening and Panel Discussion
Okanagan WaterWise is hosting an online screening of the acclaimed film
DamNation, followed by a panel discussion in celebration of UN World Water Day.
The event will take place on March 21st, 6:30 PM, online (ahead of World Water
Day on March 22nd). The event is free, but registration is required. Details can be
found here.

Registration is open for the 3rd annual Lake Blitz
Join Living Lakes Canada's Lake Blitz from May to September 2023. Lake Blitz
volunteers across Canada help create a ‘snapshot’ of lake health by collecting
temperature readings at their chosen lake and shoreline photos of their location
and the colour of the water. Register here.

Osoyoos Lake Water Quality Society Fundraiser
The OLWQS is planning a Sage Pub Burger & Beer fundraiser on Saturday March
25th from 5 to 8 pm. Tickets are $20. Visit this link to learn more about the
fundraiser and to purchase tickets.

Become a Clean Drain Dry partner with the Invasive Species Council of BC

https://www.bclss.org//wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Heffley-Lake-2005-2020-FINAL.pdf
mailto:info@bclss.org
https://okwaterwise.ca/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/damnation-screening-and-panel-discussion-tickets-558140201367?fbclid=IwAR0_J4d0E-6Tb3g0YVG-u-q3BGqU4i6cruFsTeaNOLVrKySLfqmLBd_dqWk
https://livinglakescanada.ca/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/our-programs/lakes/lake-blitz/
https://www.osoyooslake.ca/buy-your-tickets-for-this-popular-fundraiser-before-they-sell-out/


ISCBC is seeking partners to install Clean Drain Dry signage and expand CDD
messaging throughout the province. CDD Signage Partnerships will promote key
information to prevent the introduction and spread of aquatic invasive species in
British Columbia (BC). ISCBC welcomes interested organizations to participate in
this initiative dedicated to maintaining the health and sustainability of BC’s
waterways. Learn more here.

Libraries Love Lakes Info Session
Join the Libraries Love Lakes team on Thursday, March 23rd from 9 to 10 am
(PDT) for a free, virtual information session to learn about the exciting Libraries
Love Lakes initiative, an outreach project pairing libraries with lake scientists to
provide collaborative programming emphasizing the importance of lakes in our
everyday lives during Lakes Appreciation Month in July. The info session is free
and open to librarians, lake scientists, lake conservation organizations, and
community outreach educators. Registration is required to receive the Zoom
meeting link, sign up here.

Opportunities

Communications Specialist with Watershed Watch Salmon Society.
Full-time position. Can be located anywhere in BC where salmon exist.
Applications accepted until position is filled. Learn more and apply here.

Communications Coordinator with Okanagan Basin Water Board
Permanent part-time position located in Kelowna, BC. Application deadline is Mar
29, 2023. Learn more and apply here.

Wetlands Technician with Living Lakes Canada
Temporary full-time employment. must be located in the Columbia Basin.
Application deadline is Mar 24, 2023. Learn more and apply here.

Sample Collection and Education Assistant with Columbia Lake
Stewardship Society
Summer student position based in the Columbia Valley. Must be between the
ages of 15-30. Deadline to apply is Apr 6, 2023. Learn more and apply here.

Grants Program Manager with the Real Estate Foundation of BC
Permanent 0.8 FTE position with flexible work location. Application deadline is
May 15th, 2023 or until filled. Learn more here.

News and Information:

https://bcinvasives.ca/play-your-part/clean-drain-dry-partners/#become-a-partner
https://www.librarieslovelakes.org/
https://www.nalms.org/lakes-appreciation-month/
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=6tkitjfab&oeidk=a07ejor8nroc63c4731
https://watershedwatch.ca/careers/
https://www.obwb.ca/employment-opportunities/?fbclid=IwAR23sUsLqP8JjUa6bK3cKaFlXhBsoojXw8YWcN8xMkZgLyI7fnKF8yp3ml8
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2023/03/04/join-our-team-were-hiring-a-wetlands-technician/
https://columbialakess.com/we-are-hiring/
https://refbc.ca/job-postings/?fbclid=IwAR3JxC7rgD4wLkyWy215nnJ3uCU2B9oFZ037NbKcslpQLXeqTTzgzD77aLM


Fish in hot water: decades of logging tied to warmer temperatures in unprotected
salmon-bearing streams

LETTER: Development threatens sensitive watershed

Release of captive-bred native fish negatively impacts ecosystems, study finds

Invasive goldfish the size of footballs are spreading from Vancouver to other parts
of B.C., researcher warns

Tiny Trout? Study Finds Several Freshwater Species Bucking One Climate
Change Trend

Updated angling fees increase streams of revenue for fisheries conservation

Okanagan Basin Water Board to address valley water issues

Not a member of the BCLSS yet?

Please consider joining our network of lake stewards! For more information on the
benefits of membership, visit our website.

https://thenarwhal.ca/logging-warming-waters/
https://www.saanichnews.com/opinion/letter-development-threatens-sensitive-watershed/?mc_cid=54582039b8&mc_eid=f3f1668ccc
https://phys.org/news/2023-03-captive-bred-native-fish-negatively-impacts.html?mc_cid=54582039b8&mc_eid=f3f1668ccc
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/goldfish-invasion-1.6768195
https://blog.limnology.wisc.edu/2023/02/28/tiny-trout-study-finds-several-freshwater-species-bucking-one-climate-change-trend/
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2023FOR0016-000314
https://www.pentictonwesternnews.com/news/okanagan-basin-water-board-to-address-valley-water-issues/?mc_cid=172a1b4816&mc_eid=f3f1668ccc
https://www.bclss.org/membership#join


Were you forwarded this newsletter? Subscribe today to get monthly updates on
stewardship activities, lake science, and much more delivered to your inbox!

The BCLSS acknowledges that the lake stewardship activities of our staff, directors,
and volunteers take place on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded lands of First

Nations Peoples throughout British Columbia. We recognize that Indigenous Peoples
have stewarded these lands and waters for generations and we are grateful to the
Elders, Traditional Knowledge Keepers, and youth that implement their knowledge

and traditional laws to preserve water and life for the benefit of all.

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the Province of British
Columbia through the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and the Ministry of Environment

and Climate Change Strategy.

Donate to the BCLSS
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