
BCLSS Newsletter
June 2023

In This Newsletter:
Welcome to our new Project Coordinator, Amy Baxter!
The Secchi Dip-In and Lakes Appreciation Month
Register for the BCLSS Annual Conference
New lake report: Bridge Lake
Events and reminders
The latest freshwater news

Welcome to our new Project Coordinator, Amy Baxter!

https://www.bclss.org/programs#dip
https://revenue-can.keela.co/2023-conference-registration
https://revenue-can.keela.co/2023-conference-registration
https://www.bclss.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Bridge-Lake-1996-2021-FINAL-.pdf


Amy's favourite childhood memories involve learning to fish on beautiful Canadian lakes
and she knew from a young age that she wanted water and fish to be a central part of her
future career.

Amy completed her BSc in Marine Biology and Oceanography before she moved to the
Columbia Valley in 2015 and fell in love with the area. Since then, Amy has been lucky to
have BC as a home base while travelling the world to experience various water-related
professions. She has spent time in marine conservation, aquaculture, as a research diver, and
as a Divemaster.



After completing her Master of Marine Studies in Fisheries Resource Management, Amy
began working with non-profits on projects that benefit the ecological health of BC lakes.

Amy is excited to begin as Project Coordinator for BC Lake Stewardship Society while
expanding her knowledge on limnology and working with passionate volunteers to protect
and restore lakes in British Columbia.

We are grateful to have Amy on board and look forward to working with her. She can be
reached at info@bclss.org as of July 1st, 2023. Marie will be staying on with BCLSS until
the end of the summer to assist with the transition and summer programs. Marie can be
reached at marie@bclss.org.

The 2023 Secchi Dip-In

It's that time of year again! The annual Secchi Dip-In is just around the corner, so it's time to
dust off your Secchi disks and organize an event with your local lake stewardship group, or
with friends and family during the month of July.

The Secchi Dip-In is an international event where volunteer monitors take a transparency

mailto:info@bclss.org
mailto:marie@bclss.org
https://www.bclss.org/programs#dip


measurement at least one day during the month of July (Lakes Appreciation Month). These
values are used to assess the transparency of volunteer-monitored lakes in North America.
Lakes Appreciation month was started by the North American Lake Management Society
to focus attention on the value of lakes and the threats they are facing.

We have data sheets for returning participants and new participants. You can print the forms
and scan them or fill them in directly on your computer. Completed forms can then be
submitted on our website or sent by email to marie@bclss.org.

Last year, we saw a 26% increase in participation from 2021 and we are hoping to continue
this positive trend. Please share this information with anyone that may be interested in
participating.

Watch this how to video from Lake Windermere Ambassadors and let us know if you have
any questions about taking a Secchi depth reading.

Thanks to generous donors, we will have prizes this year for those that participate in the BC
Secchi Dip-In! Stay tuned for updates.

Follow us on social media to stay updated about the Dip-In and other Lakes Appreciation
month initiatives. Read our latest blog article to learn more about Lakes Appreciation Month
and how BCLSS supports lake stewardship in BC!

Instagram: @bclakestewardshipsociety
Facebook: BC Lake Stewardship Society

New Lake Report: Bridge Lake

We recently published the Bridge Lake
Report on our website which summarizes
data from 1996 to 2021. This incredible
dataset was collected by one dedicated
volunteer, Karl Schmitz.

Bridge Lake is located approximately 50 km
east of 100 Mile House, in the traditional
territory of the Secwepemc First Nation.

Because of the extensive dataset collected,
we were able to observe a trend in the data
that indicates that water clarity has been
decreasing over time. Read the report here.

https://www.bclss.org//wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Lakes-Appreciation-Month-July-2020.pdf
https://www.bclss.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Secchi-Dip-In-form-2023-Returning-Participants-Final.pdf
https://www.bclss.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Secchi-Dip-In-form-2023-New-Participants.pdf
https://www.bclss.org/programs#dip
mailto:marie@bclss.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xr9Ay4EUvX8
https://www.lakeambassadors.ca/
https://www.bclss.org/news/lakes-appreciation-month-the-bclss
https://www.instagram.com/bclakestewardshipsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/bclss.org
https://www.bclss.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Bridge-Lake-1996-2021-FINAL-.pdf


TruEarth Fundraiser

Save up to 33% on TruEarth cleaning
products from June 20th to 30th! TruEarth
products are plastic free, significantly
reducing plastic waste which helps keep
microplastics from reaching freshwater
environments.

Support out fundraiser by trying out some
eco-friendly cleaning products while they
are on sale! 

Shop TruEarth here.

Announcements and Reminders:

Registration is open for the BCLSS Annual Conference!

Join us on September 23 & 24 at the Power To Be site on Prospect Lake in Victoria, BC.
Registration includes attendance for the plenary speakers, technical session talks, poster
session, discussion groups, a field sampling demonstration, and a field trip to two local lakes
(bus transportation included). It also includes coffee, tea, drinks, and healthy snack food for
morning and afternoon breaks, two lunches, and a dinner on Saturday night. Only a few

https://fundraising.tru.earth/bclss


spots remain so register soon! Registration closes August 15, 2023 or when full. Register
here.

BCLSS Volunteer Insurance
Are you collecting Secchi and surface temperature readings under the BC Lake
Stewardship and Monitoring Program and/or the Secchi Dip-In? If so, you will need to sign
a waiver to be covered under our volunteer insurance policy. In 2021, our policy and waiver
was updated, so if you haven't signed a new waiver, please contact the BCLSS office.

NALMS Lakes Appreciation Social Media Challenge
In the month of July, NALMS invites you to participate in the social media Show Your
Lakes Appreciation Challenge. The goal of the challenge is to promote and encouage
support for Lakes Appreciation Month and to highlight to importance of freshwater
resources. The contest runs from July 1-31. Learn more here.

Opportunities

Watershed Watch Salmon Society: Outreach and Engagement Assistant 

Watershed Watch Salmon Society is hiring a full time Outreach and Engagement Assistant.
Applications are accepted until the position is filled. Must be located in the Lower
Mainland. Learn more and apply here. 

Wildsight: Communications and Philanthropy Lead

Fulltime position beginning September 5, 2023 working out the Kimberley office or
remotely, preference given to candidates located in the Columbia Basin. Application
deadline is July 20, 2023. Learn more and apply here.

Living Lakes Canada is seeking Board Members

Living Lakes Canada is looking for progressive thinkers with diverse voices,  backgrounds
and perspectives who are keen to contribute their expertise and knowledge to the growth
and strategic direction of their water stewardship non-profit. Learn more here.

Wetlands Institute

The Wetlands Institute is a week-long boot camp for people with a watershed project they
want to pursue in their community. The BC Wildlife Federation offers this course, valued at
over $1000, for free to qualified applicants from BC. This 7-day workshop will be held in
September in the Thompson Nicola region. Learn more here. 

https://revenue-can.keela.co/2023-conference-registration
mailto:info@bclss.org
https://www.nalms.org/lakes-appreciation-month/show-your-lakes-appreciation-challenge/
https://watershedwatch.ca/careers/?utm_campaign=later-linkinbio-watershedwatchbc&utm_content=later-35487490&utm_medium=social&utm_source=linkin.bio
https://wildsight.ca/2023/06/07/were-hiring-communications-and-philanthropy-lead/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2023/06/20/living-lakes-canada-is-seeking-board-members/
https://bcwf.bc.ca/wetlandsinstitute/?bbeml=tp-WIOT1swfVEKykPHo8Wm4KA.jcZnEzuqqHEGNLA2xU8oDpw.rsFXbRJMUhUWJyTBicLOMwQ.l4qIc6lt_HEy6ARnHWJRedA


News and Information:

Lakes Appreciation Month & the BCLSS

Data for self-determination: Qʷúʔ, siwɬkʷ (water) data hub to support Indigenous

watershed governance and protection

Community rallies to protect endangered ‘crazy ugly’ fish only found in B.C.

How wildfires affect our lakes

Satellite reveals global lakes face a thirsty future

How BC Will Restore Wetlands with Beavers

LETTER: Boat waste harmful to lake health

I bought biodegradable soap—can I shower in the lake now?

Facing evacuations due to a forest fire or flood? Here's what to pack in a grab-and-

go bag

Okanagan Basin Water Board troubled by report on invasive mussels cost

Not a member of the BCLSS yet?

Please consider joining our network of lake stewards! For more information on the benefits

https://livinglakescanada.ca/2023/05/24/data-for-self-determination/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2023/05/24/data-for-self-determination/
https://globalnews.ca/news/9727062/community-rallies-protect-morrison-creek-headwaters/
https://cottagelife.com/outdoors/how-wildfires-affect-our-lakes/?utm_source=The_Great_Outdoors_Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=outdoors_Apr30_2023&utm_source=The+Great+Outdoors+Newsletter&utm_campaign=de6f00db5c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_12_19_09_01_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_61a6ba65c5-de6f00db5c-234080608&mc_cid=de6f00db5c&mc_eid=5d5fe3c94c
https://www.lgsonic.com/satellite-global-lakes/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=lgs_campaign_20230531_en&utm_source=ZohoMarketingHub&utm_campaign=LGS+Newsletter+31%2F05%2F2023+EN&utm_medium=email
https://thetyee.ca/News/2023/06/16/BC-Restore-Wetlands-Beavers/?utm_source=weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=190623
https://www.nelsonstar.com/opinion/letter-boat-waste-harmful-to-lake-health/?mc_cid=cea702953a&mc_eid=ee7a8467ac
https://cottagelife.com/general/i-bought-biodegradable-soap-can-i-shower-in-the-lake-now/?utm_source=Cottage_Life_Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Dockside_June8_2023&mc_cid=569e251d2b&mc_eid=5d5fe3c94c
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/facing-evacuations-due-to-a-forest-fire-or-flood-here-s-what-to-pack-in-a-grab-and-go-bag-1.6428269?mc_cid=756b9d8567&mc_eid=f3f1668ccc
https://www.watercanada.net/okwb-report-invasive-mussels/


of membership, visit our website.

Were you forwarded this newsletter? Subscribe today to get monthly updates on
stewardship activities, lake science, and much more delivered to your inbox!

The BCLSS acknowledges that the lake stewardship activities of our staff, directors, and
volunteers take place on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded lands of First Nations Peoples
throughout British Columbia. We recognize that Indigenous Peoples have stewarded these lands
and waters for generations and we are grateful to the Elders, Traditional Knowledge Keepers,

and youth that implement their knowledge and traditional laws to preserve water and life for the
benefit of all.

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the Province of British Columbia
through the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and the Ministry of Environment and Climate

Change Strategy.

Donate to the BCLSS
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