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Waterbucket eNews Feature - Eric Bonham

- the partnership

“Lakes cannot be considered
in isolation. Obviously, they
are totally integrated and
effected by what is happening
in the watershed. In essence
they play the sentinel role of
the canary in the coal mine. A
sick lake often means trouble
in the watershed.”

Eric Bonham, former Director in the
Ministries of Environment and Municipal Affairs

The Partnership for Water Sustainability in BC recently interviewed Eric Bonham,
a long term Director of the BCLSS. During the interview, Eric discussed the origins
of the BCLSS, the importance of community engagement and stewardship in
protecting our lakes, and gives a recap on our recent conference. Find the full
interview and article at the link below.

New Lake Report: Hatzic Lake

We recently published the Hatzic Lake

Report on our website which


https://waterbucket.ca/
https://waterbucket.ca/wcp/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2023/10/PWSBC_Living-Water-Smart_Eric-Bonham-on-lake-stewardship_2023.pdf

summarizes level 3 BCLSMP data
ﬂac Lake St:::::lcsrl:;kaeniol::r:ltzcgf:g Program -‘ COlIeCted from 2019-2021 Read the
: report by clicking the button below!

BCLSS Summary Report COLUMBIA

The BC Lake Stewardship Society (BCLSS) and the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy (ENV)
partner with local volunteers and stewardship groups to characterize lake water quality through the BC Lake
Stewardship and Monitoring Program (BCLSMP). The BCLSMP's focus is on understanding water clarity, temperature,
oxygen, a basi iing of lake processe: iological productivity.
Concerns about productivity are common, specifically because high praductivity can affect recreation and drinking
water due to harmful algal blooms and can also impact aquatic organisms, such as fish. For more information about
the BCLSMP please visit wun gov.he o

Background

| Hatzic Lake is a horseshoe:shaped oxbow lake located on
the Fraser River floodplain east of Mission, BC (Photo 1).
Hatzic Lake has an area of 365 ha (3.65 km?) and a perimeter
of 19 km. The lake is shallow and has a mean I‘lEp[h of 24m
and a maximum depth of 17 m. Mast of the east half of the
lake is less than 1.5 m deep and includes areas that are only
seasonally under water (Figure 1).

The Hatzic Lake watershed is located within the shared
= Traditional Territories of the Leqra:mel Nation, the Kwantlen
Nation, and the Sema:th Nation. The area of the watershed
is 81.7 km? and includes low, a flat valley, along with steeper

mauntainous terrain that makes up the eastern, northern,

is the Fraser River. The dominant land uses are forested
S areas  (58%) followed by agriculture (17%) and
urban/industrial (15%) areas (Figure 2).

Major tributaries to Hatzic Lake are Hatzic Slough and
Legace Creek to the north, and Chilqua Slough entering the
‘east side of the lake. The lake empties into the Fraser River at its southwest end through a short channel, which is
regulated by a pumphouse and fiood control gates that are managed by the Dewdney Area Improvement District
{DAID). The lake sits at sea level and the pump and flood control gates are used to minimize flooding during spring
run-off (George, 1983).

Photo 1. Phato of Hatzic Lake (Source: wikimapia.org)

Water quality issues associated with high productivity in Hatzic Lake, such as high nutrients, algae blooms, dense
aquatic plant growth, and poar water clarity, have been a concern for over 50 years. In the early 1970, ENV
conducted a water quality study that found high levels of nutrients in lake water and attributed these to agriculture
and septic systems along the lake (Drinnan, 1975). Invasive aquatic weeds, primarily Eurasian water milfoil

3 Day Lake Ecology &

Monitoring Course Ny,

The BCLSS Lake Ecology and Monitoring Course is a 3 day
course designed to give professionals in environment related

i fields a thorough grounding in the fundamentals of lake ecology
and monitoring to prepare them for work in consulting firms,
government agencies, and other organizations engaged in the
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https://www.bclss.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Hatzic_Lake_2019-2021_L3_Short_Report_FINAL.pdf

The BCLSS is holding a 3-Day Lake Ecology and
Monitoring Course from May 28-30th near Williams
Lake BC!

The cost of the course is $750 per person. Learning
outcomes of the course include:

-Understanding of the fundamentals of limnology
-Understanding of the basics of lake water quality
monitoring design

-Proficiency in the use of lake water quality
monitoring equipment

-Understanding of assessment of, and reporting on
lake water quality monitoring data

Learn more about the course on our website at
hitps://lwww.bclss.org/programs#lakekeepers or contact the instructor for further
details

- norm@environmentalquality.ca - 250-243-2201
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The Columbia Lake Stewardship Society is looking for an individual who is
passionate about water stewardship to be their Water Monitoring and Education
Assistant this summer! Find the job description and instructions on how to apply at
the link below!

https://columbialakess.com/2024summerjob/



https://www.bclss.org/programs#lakekeepers
mailto:norm@environmentalquality.ca
https://columbialakess.com/2024summerjob/

Okanagan:Lake by SM Joness

Were you forwarded this newsletter? Subscribe today to get monthly updates on
stewardship activities, lake science, and much more delivered to your inbox!
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We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the Province of British
Columbia through the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and the Ministry of Environment
and Climate Change Strategy.
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