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Some Key Members of the White Lake Residents Association and BCLSS
Director Marge Sidney. Back row from left to right: Gary Winram, Lynn Heinrich,
Lindsey McDonald, Patrick Frank, Gary Leoppky. Front row from left to right: Jean
Leoppky, Marge Sidney and Terry Winram.

We’re excited to announce that the White Lake Residents Association (WLRA)
has been named the recipient of our 2024 Outstanding Volunteer Group Award!
The BCLSS Volunteer awards recognize individuals and groups for their
outstanding volunteer efforts that demonstrate the Society’s fundamental values –
preservation, protection, and restoration of lakes throughout British Columbia.
The BCLSS Volunteer Award elevates the awareness and importance of how
education, monitoring programs, restoration projects, and “environmentally
friendly” living contribute to the vision of clean, healthy lakes throughout British
Columbia.

Founded in 2008, the WLRA is made up entirely of local residents who volunteer
their time to support their community and safeguard the environment. Over the
years, this group has taken on everything from advocating for responsible logging



practices to leading important scientific studies on lake health — all while
organizing community events and strengthening local connections.

Most recently, the WLRA completed the Level 3 BC Lake Stewardship and
Monitoring Program and continues to collect enhanced Level 1 water quality data.
Their work is providing valuable, long-term insights into the health of White Lake,
and we’re incredibly grateful for the commitment and care they bring to this effort!

To recognize their incredible work, BCLSS Director Marge Sidney visited White
Lake on April 14th to present the award in person. Marge said:

“The passion and dedication of the White Lake volunteers truly inspires me. Their
tireless efforts are definitely having a positive impact. I am very grateful for their
contributions to the environment.”

From maintaining community notice boards to collaborating with partners like BC
Parks, Fisheries, and the Shuswap Trail Alliance, the WLRA continues to lead by
example — showing what’s possible when a group of dedicated individuals
comes together with a shared purpose.

Congratulations to everyone at the White Lake Residents Association! Your
dedication and hard work are extremely appreciated and make a significant
contribution to the BCLSS fundamental values – preservation, protection, and
restoration of lakes throughout British Columbia.

Read more about the WLRA on their website - https://www.wlra.ca/

The Latest
Freshwater News

These ice-loving algae may play a big role in lake health. But time is ticking
to learn more
Heatwaves Been Stressing Lakes Out, Study Says
Mass fish kill under investigation in Burnaby creek after residents say
hundreds of salmon dead
B.C. boosts aquatic protection

https://www.wlra.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/these-ice-loving-algae-may-play-a-big-role-in-lake-health-but-time-is-ticking-to-learn-more-1.7476470
https://blog.limnology.wisc.edu/2025/05/02/heatwaves-been-stressing-lakes-out-study-says/
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.6750887?mc_cid=d394dc765c&mc_eid=f3f1668ccc
https://www.watercanada.net/b-c-boosts-aquatic-protection/


New water-monitoring program could save 1.5 billion litres a year

Not a member of the BCLSS yet?
Please consider joining our network of lake stewards! For more information on the
benefits of membership, visit our website.

Were you forwarded this newsletter? Subscribe today to get monthly updates on
stewardship activities, lake science, and much more delivered to your inbox!

The BCLSS acknowledges that the lake stewardship activities of our staff,
directors, and volunteers take place on the traditional, ancestral, and
unceded lands of First Nations Peoples throughout British Columbia. We
recognize that Indigenous Peoples have stewarded these lands and waters
for generations and we are grateful to the Elders, Traditional Knowledge
Keepers, and youth that implement their knowledge and traditional laws to
preserve water and life for the benefit of all.

https://www.watercanada.net/new-water-monitoring-program-could-save-1-5-billion-litres-a-year/
https://www.bclss.org/membership#join
https://signup-can.keela.co/embed/n26cymhFEhPAPKnmF


We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the Province of British
Columbia through the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and the Ministry of

Environment and Parks.
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