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Remembering Irene Calbick

It was sad news for the BCLSS directors and staff to recently hear of Irene
Calbick’s passing in December of 2025. BCLSS President, Brian Nickurak said
“Very sad news. Irene was a dedicated and inspirational leader in lake
stewardship. She was a model volunteer and I believe she was involved with Gun
Lake when I started up the Twin Lakes stewardship group over 25 years ago”.

At the BCLSS annual
conference in Winfield in
October 2019, Norm
Zirnhelt had the honour
of recognizing Irene
Calbick with an award for
her dedication to lake
stewardship as a BCLSS
Director for 20 years.
Irene wasn’t able to
make it to the
conference, but Project
Coordinator, Dawn
Roumieu, was able to
give the award to her
earlier that year.

Norm Zirnhelt, Irene Calbick, & Bob Grace at the
North American Lake Management Society
conference in Victoria, 2004

Irene lived in the Lower Mainland and worked for Burnaby Health as a health care
administrator in Continuing Care. She and her family have had a house on Gun
Lake since 1968 but had been going to the lake for many years before that. Her
family now has three homes at the lake and enjoy spending summers there. In
the 1960s, there were a few people concerned about the lake and in 1980, Irene
was involved in organizing a formal group, the Gun Lake Ratepayers Association,
to protect the watershed and promote good watershed practices. Irene conducted
monitoring of the lake and stayed very active with the association until 2019, well
into her 80s.

Norm Zirnhelt said “As President of the BCLSS, I quickly became aware of how
valuable Irene’s wise counsel was on many aspects of the BCLSS board. Irene
served on the Business Planning and Finance, LakeKeepers, and Conference
committees. Her perspectives on many things were both valued and respected by



these committees. On a couple of occasions, Irene suggested she step down and
allow younger people to be involved. I was always relieved to be able talk her out
of resigning and for BCLSS to continue to have the benefit of her experience and
opinions!”

Former long time BCLSS Project Coordinator, now BCLSS Director & Treasurer,
Kristi Carter said “ I’m so sad to hear this! Irene’s dedication was unwavering and
she was a lovely lady. I was at a conference recently and listened to an
Indigenous Elder speak about how in his culture Elders are valued and their
knowledge sought in a way that isn’t really done in Western cultures. Thinking
about this and the time I was lucky enough to spend with Irene and I’m struck by
how generously she shared her earned knowledge with me. I’m grateful that I
knew her”.

The BCLSS Board of Directors express our heartfelt condolences to Irene’s family
and we continue to honor her dedication to lake stewardship in British Columbia.



Lakes Appreciation Month is just around the corner! It's time to dig out your
Secchi disks in preparation for the Annual Secchi Dip-In running from July 1 to 31,
2026. The 2025 Secchi Dip-In information can be found here and forms can be
downloaded through the links below.

Can't decide which lake to "dip"? No problem, we will accept dips from as many
lakes as you would like to sample! Also, feel free to take multiple dips on the
same lake within Lakes Appreciation Month.

Please submit your Secchi Dip-In data to BCLSS by August 10th to ensure that it
is included in our final results. You can submit your completed Secchi Dip-In
forms on our website or send them by email to info@bclss.org

Note: If you are already monitoring your lake at a level 1, 2, or 3, you may use
one or more of your regular Secchi readings (providing that the data falls between
July 1 and July 31) for the Annual Secchi Dip-In; however, we ask that you please
complete a separate Secchi Dip-In form aside from your regular level 1, 2, or 3
data sheet.

We appreciate receiving your Secchi dips and hope you can participate this year!
Please share with anyone that may be interested.

Happy dipping!

Data Sheet - Returning Dipper Data Sheet - New Dipper

Secchi Dip-In Information Sheet

mailto:info@bclss.org
https://www.bclss.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Secchi-Dip-In-form-2026-Returning-Dipper.pdf
https://www.bclss.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Secchi-Dip-In-form-2026-New-Dippers.pdf
https://www.bclss.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Secchi-Dip-in-General-Info-2026.pdf


New Lake Report: 
Wasa Lake

New Lake Report! Volunteers from the Wasa Lake Land Improvement District
recently completed a Level 1 enhanced BC Lake Stewardship and Monitoring
Program. Click the button below to read the full report or find the summary below.

Summary: Wasa Lake is a small,
shallow kettle lake with substantial
shoreline development. The lake is
advertised as the warmest swimming
lake in the Kootenays, which makes it
a common vacation destination for
families (BC Parks, 2023). Wasa Lake
has also become very popular with the



motorized boating community, which
has led to community concerns about
user safety, shoreline erosion, and
bottom sediment resuspension (Berg,
2024). Wasa Lake was monitored
under a Level 1 enhanced BCLSM
Program by the Wasa Lake Land
Improvement District between 2022
and 2024. There is also some limited
historical data available through a past
BCLSM Program conducted between
2004-2006.

Data collected through the current program showed warm surface water
temperatures, surpassing the preferred range for salmonid species (>18 °C)
deeper into the water column through each of the current years of monitoring. On
one occasion in 2024 (July 18) the water in Wasa Lake surpassed 25°C down to
four meters depth. If the entire water column warms in future years and surpasses
25 °C, the lethal temperature limit for many salmonid species will be reached
(Ashley, 2024). Though Wasa Lake is likely to have naturally elevated surface
water temperatures due to its physical characteristics, if increased heat
penetration is a pattern in the Lake, it could have many implications for the
physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of Wasa Lake, so this should be
monitored going forward.

Dissolved oxygen depletion in the hypolimnion was evident throughout the
monitoring season each year, as spring or fall turnover was not captured through
this program. On occasion, the zone of comfortable conditions for salmonid
species at the Wasa Lake deep site that was less than <18 °C and contained
>4mg/L DO was eliminated within the water column in 2024. This occurred
between the profiles conducted on August 1, 2024 – August 22, 2024.

Current Secchi data indicates that Wasa is experiencing mesotrophic conditions;
however, Secchi should not be relied on as a sole indicator of trophic status for
Wasa Lake due to sediment resuspension likely impacting readings. The historic
Wasa Lake report used fall turnover phosphorus data to determine that Wasa
Lake was exhibiting oligotrophic conditions during the 2003-2007 monitoring
period. However, current dissolved oxygen depletion levels in the lake are more
indicative of a mesotrophic or eutrophic lake. When considering this, coupled with
the large algal blooms that Wasa has experienced in recent years, a Level 3



program is recommended to provide more insight into the current trophic status of
Wasa Lake.

Read the full report here!

Not a member of the BCLSS yet?
Please consider joining our network of lake stewards! For more information on the
benefits of membership, visit our website.

https://www.bclss.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Wasa-Lake-Report.-Final.pdf
https://www.bclss.org/membership#join


Were you forwarded this newsletter? Subscribe today to get monthly updates on
stewardship activities, lake science, and much more delivered to your inbox!

The BCLSS acknowledges that the lake stewardship activities of our staff,
directors, and volunteers take place on the traditional, ancestral, and
unceded lands of First Nations Peoples throughout British Columbia. We
recognize that Indigenous Peoples have stewarded these lands and waters
for generations and we are grateful to the Elders, Traditional Knowledge
Keepers, and youth that implement their knowledge and traditional laws to
preserve water and life for the benefit of all.

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the Province of British
Columbia through the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and the Ministry of

Environment and Parks.

Donate to the BCLSS

Share Website Follow

https://signup-can.keela.co/embed/n26cymhFEhPAPKnmF
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/4258?v2=true
https://www.facebook.com/bclss.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bclakestewardshipsociety/
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